
 

“My doesn’t time fly,… here we are again, with 
another club newsletter due at the printers, and 
hardly anything sent in from members of the 
club...” Without the couple of ride reports sent in by 
2 members, I would not have dedicated the time 
required, to produce this issue. Once again though, 
I did receive a number of phone calls from 
members who had some great ideas for what they 
would like to see in the club newsletter. Yep you 
guessed it, there seems to be a desire for more 
write ups of club events!!! This is especially the 
case from new members, who are uncertain about 
whether or not to attend the advertised club 
functions. Correspondence previously received by 
me, from non members who were inquiring about 
the club and what we did, indicated that it is 
important that we promote what we do as a club to 
the wider community, if we want to attract 
advertisers or new members. From my 
understanding, both the website and the newsletter 
are used by both members and non members to 
find out about us. These days, with many of us 
using the internet, it is easy to forget that many 
others are not. These people rely on our club 
newsletter to ’keep in touch’. With our members 
spread far and wide, it is important that, as a club, 
we do what we can to keep everyone informed of 
our activities and make them feel welcome and a 
part of our club. We all know that there is a yahoo 
egroup set up for members to keep in touch, but 
not everyone is interested in being involved with 
that form of ’contact’. I know that a number of 
people simply block the emails or no longer sign in 
to view the posts. But it IS the ideal form of contact 
for SOME of our members, but not all. As I wait 
each month  for members to send in ride reports, I 
can not help but notice that members regularly post 
reports and photo’s on other websites and share 
the link with the few people using the egroup. I look 
at these links, and they are good reports and great 
photos. But it would be good if these were shared 

           
          

       
           

         
        

        
             
           
         

         
           

          
         
           
         

 

I know that these thoughts have been aired in the 
past, in particular, some of these were addressed 
by the way of a questionnaire last year, and 
although there was fairly good participation levels 
in members returning the form, it still did not 
address the views of people that it was perhaps 
aimed at, the NON active members.  

I understand that there is a review of the 
questionnaire somewhere in the pipeline, which 
hopefully you can read about it the newsletter 
sometime.  

These non active members pay their membership 
fees, and receive 11 newsletters a year to read 
about the club, and maybe join up at an event or 
two over the year. Lets give them something to 
read in our newsletter that will entice them to 
participate in more events and stay on as members 
longer. The chances are, if they come along on a 
ride, they will bring along their mates to join as new 
members also. I understand that the New Members 
ride that was organised and held in March had a 
good turn out. I have not received a report of the 
day yet to share with you. This is a shame I know, 
as it is a well recognised method of successfully 
bringing people into a group, i.e. including 
participants photos and names in a write up of the 
event.  

While putting this issue together coincidently, I 
noticed in the minutes of the last meeting (on page 
9), included a reference to “Club membership 
numbers discussed. Full report in next newsletter”. 
But I have not as yet received that report. Maybe it 
will be available for next months issue. 

A number of members have asked me where they 
can find photos of our members. Due to our club 
members being spread right across the country, I 
do think that this needs to be addressed. Perhaps 
we could have a page on the website which has a 
small photo and blurb about us, what we ride, 
where we like to ride, and a bit about each of us. I 

            
           

        
          

           
         
      

           
         

            
         

         
     

           
        

          
           

        
         

         
       

That’s it from me this month, please send in some 
ride reports, photos and things to include in the 
next issue, ideally by the 20th of the month, or they 
have no chance of getting in the issue. Remember 
about the nominations that are due for committee 
positions. Have a look at the calendar at the front 
of this newsletter and see which events you can 
get to, and make plans to attend. Bring a mate if 
you can. Have a look at when the next social sip 
your local area is on  and at least try to make that  

         
           

      
         

 

Member of the International Council of BMW Clubs  

October 
2009 
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ACT Dave Ramsay 

 
02 6278 3895 
bockbock@netspeed.com.au 

Hunter  
 

Jenny Banks 
 

02 4982 8073 
jennibanks1956@yahoo.com.au 

North Coast  Lin van 
Coppenhagen 
 

0417 098 255  or  (H) 02 6582 5931  
lin.prue@bigpond.net.au 

South Coast  Lex Welham 0427 319 906  
geolex@bigpond.net.au 

 
South Coast Peter Holcombe 0416 213 616 

classicregistrar@bmwmotorcycles.com.au 

North Coast Damien O'Toole 0419 296 939 
dot609@yahoo.com.au 

Central 
West 

Don White 02 4821 2816 
domwhite1@bigpond.com 
 

Sydney – 
North 

Craig Hancock 0419 557 014 
dryred@bigpond.com 

Sydney - 
South 

Graham Johns 02 9731 0934 
graham.johns@countryenergy.com.au 

 
Monthly  
Club 
Meetings 

Held at 7:30pm at the Andrew Cook Hall, Toongabbie  
(corner Targo and Toongabbie Roads) on the last Wednesday of each 
month (except for December) 

Sydney 
Social Sip 

Held at 6:00pm on the last Wednesday of each month.  
Members gather at the Toongabbie Hotel for a chat and something to eat 
before crossing the road to attend the club meeting. 

South Coast 
Social Sip  

Held anytime after 6pm on the 2nd Thursday of the month.  
Members gather at the Berry Hotel for a chat and something to eat.  
(Pub at the Sydney end of Berry ) 

Newcastle 
Social Sip 

Members gather anytime after 6pm on the last Friday of the month. 
at the Hexham Bowling Club for a chat and something to eat. 

North Coast 
Social Sip 

8:30 Breakfast at The Sandbar Café, North Haven.  
The after "breakfast ride" to be determined over breakfast. 

 
Organise a Ride or Event 2 

Attend a Social Sip 2 

Attend a Social night (Restaurant night, party, etc) 3 

Attend a Maintenance Day 2 

Attend a Day Ride 6 

Attend a Weekend Run or Rally 10 

Attend a Long Weekend Run or Rally 12 

Self written Newsletter article 4 

Attend a Club Meeting – City Member 4 

Attend a Club Meeting – Country Member 6 

Attend a Night Run 6 
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October      

Sun 4th  First Sunday of month Day Ride - Call Mark between 6pm and 9pm for more 
information. 

Mark Thomson 
02 4647 0678  

Thurs 8th  South Coast Social sip - Berry Hotel from 6pm. Berry hotel is located on the Sydney 
side of Berry. 

Lex Welham  
0427 319 906  

Fri 9th - 
Sun 11th  

Thunder rally - Held at Sheba Dams at Nundle by the Ducati, The thunder rally is 
attended by many club members. $20 Inc Badge 

Al Pennykid 
0427 393 093 

Sat 10th - 
Sunday 
11th  

Kosciuszko Rally - at the Geehi Hut camping area on the Alpine Way. BMW MCC ACT 
supply firewood. Toilets and drinkable water at site. Bring your own food – self catering. 
$15 per adult includes badge – BMW ACT club donates surplus income to charity. 

  

Sun 11th  Wollombi Pub run - Meet for lunch hopefully catch up with members heading home 
from the Thunder rally. Leaving Macquarie Park Windsor at 9.00am. 

Andrew Watson 
0419 255 290 

Sat 17th  Shine and chat - wash your bike and have a cuppa at 18 Orr Street, Port Macquraie lin.prue@ 
bigpond.net.au  

Sun 18th  Brekky @ Brooklyn - Meet at 9.30am at Leah's Alfresco, Hawkesbury River Marina, 
Dangar Road, Brooklyn. Come and enjoy good coffee, a hearty breakfast, and 
meaningless biker chat. Possibility of a ride afterwards for those interested.   

Geoff Hickin  
0417 290 663 

Sat 24th - 
Sun 25th  

Nymboida Coaching Station Inn - 3970 Armidale Rd, Nymboida phone (02) 6649 
4126 to make a booking. Departs 9.00am BP Beresfield then via Buckets and 
Thunderbolts to Uralla for lunch then to Nymboydia     29° 57' 15.45"S  152° 43" 37.17"E 

Jennie Banks 
02 4982 8073 

Sat 24th  Pink Ribbon Ride - (This is a Cancer Council event)  Meet from 9.00am at the Donut 
for a 10.30 sharp departure.  Catered lunch and Band at Long Flat.  Free camping 
Saturday Night. 

lin.prue@ 
bigpond.net.au  

Wed 28th  Club Meeting 7:30pm.  (you are also invited to meet for dinner before the meeting at the 
Toongabbie Hotel from 6pm. 

Andrew Watson 
0419 255 290 

Fri 30th  Hunter Social Sip - Meet at the Mozzie Club (Hexham bowling Club) from around 
6.00pm  

Jennie Banks 
02 4982 8073 

Sat 31st  North Coast social sip - Breakfast at The Sandbar Café, North Haven. – meet there at 
8.30am.  The after breakfast ride to be determined over breakfast. 

email lin.prue@ 
bigpond.net.au  

November      

Sun 1st First Sunday of month Day Ride - Call Mark between 6pm and 9pm for more 
information. 

Mark Thomson  
02 46470678  

Sun 1st  Pink Ribbon Ride - (This is a Cancer Council event) Registration from 9.00am at Club 
Marconi, Bossley Park for a 10.00am departure. email info@girlsrideout.com  

0432 861 261 

Thurs 8th  South Coast Social sip - Berry Hotel from 6pm. Berry hotel is located on the Sydney 
side of Berry. 

Lex Welham  
0427 319 906  

Fri 6th - 
Sun 8th  

Beemers by the beach - Port Macquarie. All the information is in the Magazine. email lin.prue@ 
bigpond.net.au  

Sat 14th  Shine and chat - wash your bike and have a cuppa at 18 Orr Street, Port Macquraie email lin.prue@ 
bigp ond.net.au  

Sat 14th - 
Sun 15th  

Imbil Rally - Queensland.Fully catered.$20 at the gate inc badge.Gymkhana Saturday 
afternoon, shady riverside camping, swimming and canoeing, toilets and hot showers. 
DJ on Fri & Sat nights. Raffle. Rally and gymkhana trophies presented on Saturday 
night. No cars, no dogs, no attitudes. 

Dave Ramsay 
02 62783895 

Sat 21st  North Coast social sip - Breakfast at The Sandbar Café, North Haven. – meet there at 
8.30am.  The after breakfast ride to be determined over breakfast. 

email lin.prue@ 
bigpond.net.au  

Wed 25th  Club Meeting 7:30pm.  (you are also invited to meet for dinner before the meeting at 
the Toongabbie Hotel from 6pm. 

Andrew Watson 
0419255290 

Fri 27th  Hunter Social Sip - Meet at the Mozzie Club (Hexham bowling Club) from around 
6.00pm  

Jennie Banks 
02 4982 8073 

Fri 28th - 
Sat 29th  

Country Club Meeting - at Oberon. Refer Newsletter for Details Andrew Watson 
0419255290 



BMWTCNSW Newsletter 4 October 2009 

 

 
Well we have just got back from Far Cairn Rally and what a 
great weekend it was. We owe a big thankyou to Motohansa, 
Bikebiz, Sutto’s, Sandra Gluck, Chris Huddy and a friend of 
Chris’s (unsure of their name or company) who donated raffle 
prizes for the rally. 

A huge effort was put in by those involved in putting the rally 
together it. And to name a few, with Sandra and Chris 
manning the check-in desk, it was good to notice other 
members also assisting as well. Nicholas sold around 600 
raffle tickets throughout the day. Wozz did a fantastic job in 
talking about MARI in the evening. 

The only unfortunate news of the weekend was Mick F 
coming off his Honda ST on the way back from the Cairn to 
the rally site. Luckily Mick has only broken his right upper arm 
and as I write this Mick is hopefully back home. I know the 
BMWTC club members will be thinking of Mick and we hope 
he has a speedy recovery and is back on a bike soon.  

When the Ambo and myself pushed Mick into triage one of the 
first questions, after they asked Mick where he was injured 
was were you wearing a helmet? It makes you wonder how 
many people on motor bikes get rushed into Tottenham that 
don’t wear helmets or any PPE. The motorcycle council of 
NSW has updated on their website information about  
motorcycle PPE and what standards to look for. The link to 
their website address is  

 

 

 

 

Hi all,  

Send in all your articals and photo’s….. 

Or there will be llot’s of good styff from me. 

Are euws ready? 

Also this is all new to me so be gentale. 

And a huge thank you to marie pennkid  again, for her 
help in keeping all this going  

Adrian 

 

 
It seems my riding days may be over  for  good. Fat fingers has gone 
and sold the chair  to Chilli and his Dad - Al, and I’m not real keen 
about getting on the Bonnie.                                             

I did do a trip up into the Centre recently with Dad and a mate and 
we caught up with Smeghead and PJ. – it wasreally good to catch 
up with PJ. 

Look for my story next issue.  

PS> If you sent fat fingers an  article for the magazine and it didn’t 
make it in this issue, it could be that he accidently deleted his 
inbox. 

Don’t hesitate to copy me in  - I’ve got my own computer. 

On  kydosniffstyres@yahoo.com.au 

 

Till then – woof woof – KYDO. 

 

 

 

http://roadsafety.mccofnsw.org.au/a/75.html                              
I strongly urge all our members etc to check out the link and 
pass it onto other bike rid

 
The weekend of the 28th and 29th of November will be our annual country meeting. The meeting will be held at Oberon 

this year, and will take place at the Royal Hotel, starting around 1600 hrs (4PM). 

We will be having our annual auction of unwanted motorcycle bits n pieces which should make for an interesting 
afternoon so bring your unwanted goods. 

Royal Hotel contact Rob/Sue on 02 6336 1011 
Jenolan Caravan Park contact 02 6336 0344 
Highland Hotel contact on 02 6336 1866  

Big Trout Motor Inn contact 02 6336 2100 
Titania Hotel Motel 02 6336 1377 

Got an idea for a club event, why not organize it and send 
the details to Vice President Bala Padmanabhan 

curryinahurry72@yahoo.com.au 

…Always looking for new events… 

Get your articles in to the Editor 

At adr336@yahoo.com.au 

Must have more articles 
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During 1994, Marie from the N.S.W. BMW motorcycle club 
contacted me to ask if I wanted to come to the Off Centre 
run over to Mt. Dare with her.  It is in northern S.A., just 
near the N.T. border on the edge of the Simpson Desert.  
Marie was still recovering from a broken collar bone, saying 
she would appreciate an occasional rest from the sidecar 
she was taking over, which was on her partner Alan’s K100 
BMW.  I jumped at the chance, catching a flight down to 
Sydney with my helmet and a few necessities.   

My instruction on learning to ride an outfit was a short 
lesson in the car park, which all I can remember doing was 
a “figure 8”.  Off we headed down the Hume Highway, 
where around the Mittagong district I was attempting to ride 
for what likely had been a very short distance.  I went out of 
control sliding sideways to the right across two lanes, going 
through all the bushes in the middle of the freeway.  The rig 
tipped over, with the chair up in the air momentarily.  Whilst 
Marie was balanced up there or perhaps it was immediately 
after the chair had slammed back down the earth, I can 
distinctly remember her words.  She was so cool and didn’t 
panic, then calmly said “lucky no one was in the overtaking 
lane at the time!”   

Well I never got over that experience, remaining scared 
senseless for the remainder of the trip.  I loved the chair but 
must have had a look of terror on my face during the times 
when I was at the helm.  Firstly, I didn’t feel right sitting so 
high on the K series, being more comfortable lower on the 
road.  I have a severe case of duck’s disease, where your 
bum is too close to the ground.  The occasional time I rode 
into a service station, I would forget about the chair being 
there, hitting the petrol bowser.  Anyway, only because of 
Marie’s skill, we made it to Mt. Dare in one piece to enjoy 
the rally over the next few days.  A great night was in 
progress with the crowd at the bar, during which time Chris 
McArdle kept falling asleep in a chair.  His head suddenly 
fell backwards whilst he slept, so he would let out a great 
roar during his loud snoring episodes.  We entertained 
ourselves by putting objects d’art into his mouth, to wake 
Chris up and annoy him at regular intervals.  You had to be 
there at the time, but it was quite funny to watch him being 
harassed by the likes of “Macka”. 

 
From left, Chris McArdle and Macka, Mt. Dare. 

My other memories of this rally include watching the “gay 
boys” from Qld. arrive one afternoon.  They had just 
finished the crossing of the Simpson Desert and I was in 
awe of anyone who could ride in dirt, sand and gravel.  I 
have enough trouble riding on the tar at times.  They lined 
up widthways riding in together, like a scene from the 
“Magnificent Seven” movie.  The guys acquired their nick 
name after buying similar Dainese jackets at the same time 
with a colourful trim on them, which had nothing to do with 
their sexual preferences.  Their reputation precedes them 
on rallies, as they always take the most intricate dirt road 
routes to get to their destinations.   

I can remember another group of guys on a veranda who 
had arrived late one evening, so were pretty wrecked.  One 
had fallen off coming into Mt. Dare and was suffering 
concussion.  Doing my nursing thing, I attended head injury 
observations using my pen lite torch.  He seemed alright 
with his mates close by during the night to watch over him.  
If something more serious had happened, the good old 
Flying Doctor Service would come to the rescue. 

A few others had fallen off along the way, so were tending 
to their wounds or broken bones.  It was during this trip I 
met for the first time, Mark Evans from Adelaide who was 
travelling with Nick and Stacey from Western Australia.  As 
we were chatting around a campfire, Mark was already 
curled up in his sleeping bag obviously in pain from a fall 
that day which had broken a bone in his foot.  These 
friendships have remained to this day, even though you 
may not see each other for many years.  I am very 
fortunate to know them, being able to catch up with Mark 
and his partner Helen more regularly when I’m in Adelaide.  

It was during this run that the re-enactment of the Simpson 
Desert crossing was in progress, which was great to see a 
train of camels arrive at the homestead.  Without a doubt, 
the riders had a few tales to tell of their own adventures.   

After a few days enjoyed at the rally site, Marie and I 
headed off south east through South Australia and Victoria, 
although our trip home wasn’t nearly as eventful.  I wa we 
were extremely relieved when Marie rode the outfit through 
the outskirts of Sydney, and glad to finally reach home in 
Coffs Harbour the next day.  It would be at least ten good 
years before I ventured another ride of an outfit. 

 

K100 BMW outfit, Mt. Dare 
This  is an extract from a story being written as a fundraiser for 
Batten Disease.  The book will be available for purchase 
through their website www.battens.org.au (in the media – has 
reference to my trip around Australia in 2000). Cost will be $20 
including postage.  All monies raised with the exception of 
postage/printing costs goes directly to the Association. 

Alanna Gayko
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I was very excited to be riding my BMW to the second annual Far Cairn Rally! I hadn’t been on a ride in 2 months as I had been 
in the states visiting my family. I was biting at the bit to get home and go on this ride. Wayne and I, along with Craig Ireland, 
Damien O’Toole, Mick Furchert, and Glenn Brown left the Beresfield BP about 1 p.m. on Friday afternoon heading for Dunedoo 
Pub, where we had decided to spend the night. I was VERY disappointed when I heard that Mick’s wife, Gail had not been able 
to pass up an overtime shift at work and decided not to come along. We had a really great ride to Dunedoo, and I am always 
amazed at how much better this bike is for me to ride! We all had rooms booked at the pub, which was a good thing as not only 
were they hosting an 18th birthday party that night, but the Longriders, a Christian motorcycle club from Melbourne, had also 
planned a stop at Dunedoo before heading on to my home town of Medowie on Saturday, for a bike show at our local pub! 
Small world! One of our guys, John, couldn’t get off work to ride with us so he arrived at the pub around 6. We had to wait until 
after 8 for dinner, but the food there is always worth it and we enjoyed ourselves sitting on the balcony and chatting about 
life…and MOSTLY motorcycles! 

 We all had an early night and the 7 of us headed off to Tottenham on Saturday morning. Another great ride. I of course don’t 
mind those LONG sweeping bends and straight roads that most of you find so boring! 

We arrived at Tottenham about noon time, set up our tents and a few of us rode into town for some much needed refreshment 
and supplies. We then came back for lunch which the CWA catered quite nicely. Two of “our group”, Mick and Glenn, decided to 
take a ride out to the Cairn, of course, as you all know, that little trip did not end as we would have liked it to, as Mick ended up 
coming off his bike and needing surgery in Dubbo Hospital that night. At this point, I realized that all things happen for a 
reason…and although I missed the company of one of my good friends, and was a bit of an “odd man out” (or should I say odd 
woman out), had Gail decided to come to the rally, she would have been on the back of the bike and probably would have 
gotten hurt as well! I can only imagine the horror when Glenn realized that Mick was not behind him and headed back and saw 
Mick’s wrecked bike in the distance! He did say Mick was sitting up when he found him. Now the problem was that he had no 
phone reception! He had to ride to a farm house and ask to use the phone. After calling OOO, he called Wayne at the rally site, 
who had reception on his phone. It was then that Chris Huddy, Andrew Watson and Bala got into Chris’ truck and drove to the 
accident to await the arrival of the ambulance. As it turned out, the ambulance driver was alone so our trusty President, Andrew 
saved the day by driving the ambulance to Tottenham Hospital!  

 With all the worst behind us, and Mick on his way to Dubbo Hospital, we all settled down to a fun filled evening of awards and 
raffles…I think I should buy lottery tickets…I got the first number called out and got a certificate for a new helmet! Haven’t had 
one in the 6 years we have been riding! I do swear, even though I also won a bottle of Rose, I ONLY bought 15 tickets! Good 
Karma I always say! 

 The night was lovely, and the bon fire took the chill out of the air. It was so great catching up with old friends and even making a 
few new ones. I was talking with Charis and George, and was reminding them of the time I first met them in  Dungog, on my first 
Karuah River Rally, and I had asked her how to pronounce her name. She told me “Charis” as in Charismatic! And then George 
had piped in saying..”as in CHAOS!” You gotta love those men! So now, no one should ever mispronounce your name again 
Charis! 

Sadly, the next morning, it all had to end, and though we rode in with 7, there were only 6 of us riding out. All packed up and 
ready to go, and Craig’s bike wouldn’t start! After some swearing and grumbling, Wayne asked Paul Evans for his opinion as to 
what it may be, and he suggested it was the fuel modulator and he had a quick fix to bypass it. This did the trick and a call to 
roadside assist wasn’t needed and we could head out. Thanks Paul!  We all stopped at the hospital to see if we could help lift 
Mick’s spirits, but surprisingly enough, he was doing pretty well! We listened while Mick re-lived his mishap and all the what if’s, 
and what will be’s, had a few laughs with Mick and then left him in the good hands of his wife Gail, son Evan and all the great 
staff at the hospital to get ourselves home before dark. 

 The ride home was good, we were down to just three, Wayne, Craig and I. We stopped for lunch again at Dunedoo. As we got 
to Denman, we could see some rain falling off in the distance towards home, but we never got any of it, just a beautiful rainbow 
that led the way home! Hmm…again…good Karma! It was nearly 5 p.m. when we got home and I was very tired. I peeled 
myself off my bike and put it away until the next ride which I hope will be very soon! 

Jennie Banks  
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